The under noted has been suggested by a Resident in another part of the Borough and the take up has been tremendous. Are you and your neighbours interested in starting such a scheme? It seems to be a simple process using ‘WhatsApp’

Suggestion - Local Counter Crime Hotspots

Following a discussion with a local resident yesterday I have set up a process whereby my near neighbours can articulate any suspicious concerns they have immediately and share them amongst ourselves and take the necessary action.

For AB Road and the adjoining roads we now have a group of twenty or so residents that have joined a group set up using WhatsApp.

Already today, there were concerns regarding the sounding of an alarm and as a result two members of this new group went out to investigate.

My suggestion to the people of Anywhere is that between you, you could consider adopting or at least trialling the same idea.

The way it could work is that for each small area of the village a resident of that area effectively creates a Counter Crime Hotspot. So, perhaps someone could take responsibility for setting a group up for CD Avenue and EF Crescent area. Another group could be set up by someone living in the GH Drive, JK Close and LM Avenue. Another for The Meadows and RS Road and perhaps another for The Avenue etc.

Ideally you probably need only about 25 members in each group covering each area although the more residents within each area that join the group the better. If you feel you live on a boundary area between two groups and wanted to be in more than one then that should not be a problem.

These WhatsApp Groups should be used ONLY for alerting neighbours to anything that looks or is suspicious or for incidents that are actually taking place. They should not be used for chit chat or banter as this will eventually cause people to not take any alert seriously and ultimately to leave the groups completely. Of course the administrator of each group could always remove anyone who has been warned about misuse of the group but continues in the same way.

I also think that a shop owner in Anywhere should consider setting one up solely for all shop owners so that the instant that something worrying is happening, all shop owners could be alerted. For example, if someone is trying to pass on counterfeit notes in one shop then it would take seconds for every shop owner to be alerted.

If we cover the area where we live with such a network of Counter Crime Hotspots I am sure we can all help to identify criminals, alert others and the Police and to proactively help reduce and prevent crimes planned or to interrupt any taking place.

I still think concerns could also be added to the Local Anywhere Facebook Page but by adopting this immediate Counter Crime Hotspot approach I do believe that between us we can really keep an eye out for each other at a time when there seems to be ever increasing crime locally.

If you don’t want to take part you don’t have to. If you do then consider being the person in your own hotspot that takes the initiative to set it up and make it happen.

Safe and secure wishes to you all.
pjs/02/09/2017
